


PSG Members

Thomley Hall (Worminghall)
Thomley is a place for people of all abilities and disabilities. We provide an exciting site for disabled

people, their families, carers and friends. We support people at any stage of their diagnostic journey,
whatever their additional needs.

When: Saturday 25th July Time: 10am - 3pm
Address: Menmarsh Road, Worminghall, HP18 9JZ

Waddesdon Manor (Sunday Meet Ups)

We are very excited to announce that we will be hosting our Sunday twice yearly meet ups
at Waddesdon Manor. Come and join us for a chat, cuppa and cake!

When: Sunday 15th November 2026 Time: 10:30am-1:30pm
Address: Waddesdon, Aylesbury HP18 0JH

Current and previous members very welcome to join us.

Please contact Jade for more details on how to book. Places are limited so please do
make contact promptly if you wish to attend.




Home Communication Club

Home Communication Club (HCC) offers
families with deaf and deafblind* children
British Sign Language Lessons and
communication support within the home.

Curriculum covered is family based to meet the
needs of your child. HCC are flexible with what
is taught, we meet at a time that suits you and
the sessions are not limited to immediate family
members only. We would love to see Nanny,
Grandad, neighbours and whoever plays an
important part in your child’s life involved in the
lessons. HCC provides 10 initial one hour free
sessions. Further sessions can be requested,
however a donation may be asked depending on
your situation.

*deaf and deafblind refers to all levels of hearing loss, hearing impairment
and dual sensory loss.

If you are interested in taking advantage of HCC
please contact: Jade Costello (07966 362683)

Feedback:

“Home Communication Club is a really valuable resource for families as it allows us all to learn BSL
together. It also gave us access to resources. Our daughter has really come on with her use of BSL
and HCC had a lot to do with that success, as they gave us all a lot more confidence and a chance
to practice together and ask questions.”

“We feel very lucky to have had the opportunity to have these lessons. The resources for learning
sign language seem very limited and we have been told that it’s always better to learn from a
member of the deaf community. My daughter who is now 15 feels she wants to integrate more into
the deaf community. She goes to a mainstream school where no one signs and it has been difficult
for her to access the curriculum due to her hearing loss. This has made her aware that having sign
language as an extra layer of communication can play an important role for her. Thank you so much
for the opportunity to learn.”

“We have been very happy with the HCC sessions we have received. The sessions have made
a huge difference and | can see a big improvement in our daughter’s signing. We are able to
communicate with each other at home using basic signing and it’s given us a foundation to build on.”




Jude

A Deaf Role Model

Deafinitely Youth Theatre

What did it mean to you personally to take on your first
role as a deaf Associate Director?

It has been an amazing journey for me. | love this role
because, since | was young, | have always envisioned
myself as a director. When | studied Creative Media at
Berkshire College of Agriculture (BCA), | really enjoyed
directing film projects alongside hearing students, and |
also supported a BSL interpreter.

| found the role fascinating and wanted to learn more about
theatre directing. Fortunately, Deafinitely Theatre offered
me a placement as an actor, and | trained with them

from 2019 to 2024. During that time, | wanted to broaden
my skills beyond acting, and | was lucky to be given the
opportunity to work with Paula as my Head Director. | find
the role very interesting and quite different from directing in
film or TV, as well as from being an actor.

What challenges did you face as a first-time deaf
Associate Director?

At first, | tried to control everything on stage. However,
Paula reminded me that my role was to step back, observe,
and make notes rather than lead directly. | like being in
control, but | had to learn to take a step back. That's how

| develop my skills — by observing and then discussing
ideas with the director. This is how the Associate Director
role works, and it has helped me grow.

Do you see yourself becoming a director, or do you
want to continue acting as well?

That's a good question! | want to do both. I've had many
acting opportunities since studying at BCA, but there are
fewer opportunities for Associate Directors or Directors.
However, | will keep pursuing both paths and see where
they take me.

| have three qualifications with distinction in Creative
Media, including directing, and | don’t want to waste the
hard work I've put in — it deserves to be used.

How did you help the cast build confidence in
their performances?

The cast was already fantastic — natural performers with
amazing skills. They were also lucky to have me as a Deaf
Associate Director, which helped ease communication
barriers, created a more comfortable environment, and
ensured they no longer felt awkward.

What advice would you give to other deaf young people
who want to work in theatre?

Don'’t ignore small opportunities. Whether it’s fringe theatre,
non-profit organisations, background roles, or small film
projects — take them. Those opportunities can lead to
bigger ones in the future.

For example, | took on the role of DYT Assistant at a
summer school in Amersham — should | have said no to
this opportunity? No way! It would have been a terrible
and wrong decision. It turned out to be a very positive
and valuable experience. | loved this role, and it made me
eager for even more opportunities like it.

TV Role: Lord Allison in Bridgerton

What attracted you to this role?

| never expected to be part of Bridgerton. When | was
invited to a self-tape audition, | didn’t even realise it was
for the show at first as they used a secret code which is
Vauxhall. When | was offered the role of Lord Allison, a
deaf character, | was really excited. As a deaf and BSL
user working in a hearing acting world, this felt like a huge
opportunity.

There were many well-known actors on set, and | worked
closely with Kitty, who played my wife. She is hard of
hearing and can sign, which made communication much
easier — especially since my BSL interpreter couldn’t be
present during filming, she was a great support.

How did you prepare for the role?

| made sure to read the full script of the episode in which
| appeared in advance, so | could understand the entire
story, even if my role was small.

Bridgerton is set in the 1800s, so | had to consider how
BSL might have been different at that time. That was a
challenge. | worked with a BSL consultant, and together
we decided on appropriate signing choices, including
fingerspelling “NERVE.”

There was a lot of preparation — costume fittings, makeup,
call sheets — but it was all worth it in the end.

What was the most difficult scene to prepare for?

One of the hardest challenges was not wearing my hearing
aid, as it didn't exist in the 1800s. Without it, | couldn’t hear
anything and had to rely entirely on visual cues, which was
hard work and required me to use my eyes constantly.

The team supported me by giving me a clear visual cue: |
had to watch for actors crossing a line on

the floor, which signalled when it was my turn to speak.
Again, Kitty was very helpful in keeping me aware of what
was happening around me.

What did you learn from playing this character?

| learned that BSL grammar and structure were very
different in the past compared to today.

| also had to adapt my physicality — standing straight,
moving formally — and the costume really helped me
embody Lord Allison’s character.



How did this role help you grow as an actor?

After Bridgerton, | received a lot of positive feedback both
online and in person. It encourages me to continue acting
and aim higher. I’'m also very interested in translation work
between British Sign Language and English, and | want to
develop that skill further.

| auditioned for Pride and Prejudice for Netflix but wasn'’t
cast. | really appreciated their attitude, as they still wanted
to see my performance. However, I'm determined to keep
pursuing new opportunities.

Will we see you in more TV shows?

Yes — there are a few exciting projects coming up, though
some are under NDA (Non-Disclosure Agreement). | can
share that there’s a theatre project in London near Victoria,
a UK commercial TV project for Macmillan Cancer Support
called “Fair Cancer Care,” and potentially more work with
Deafinitely Theatre. Watch this space!

How did you get your role in Bridgerton?

| had an agent from my time at BCA. A casting director,
Kelly Hendry Valentine, found me through my profile.
Interestingly, they didn’t mention Bridgerton at first — it
was a secret code for them. | had to quickly prepare a
short performance for the role of Lord Allison with very little
preparation time. Luckily, it paid off, and | got the role.

How does your role in The Chelsea Detective compare
to Bridgerton?

In The Chelsea Detective, | played Jake Green, a character
who worked behind a pub and as a mudlark. | had to
research what a “mudlark” was and develop a deep
understanding of the role. For Bridgerton, although my part
was smaller, | researched what life was like for deaf people
before sign language was banned in the 1880s, which
gave me greater insight into the character. The Chelsea
Detective gave me more on-screen experience and helped
build my confidence. Without that experience, | believe |
would have felt much more nervous on Bridgerton.

BRIDGERTO
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YDA Tips

HAVE YOU GOT YOUR
ACCESS CARD?
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Get your access requirements recognised at
thousands of events, attractions, venues, and
locations across the UK and beyond.

What is the CEA Card?

The Card enables a disabled cinema guest to receive a complimentary J if
ticket for someone to go with them when they visit a participating cinema. enniter

Woodwood
Who is Eligible for a CEA Card?

You are eligible for a CEA Card if you receive one of the following: " . Expiry: 10 Jan 2018
« Disability Living Allowance (DLA) ClE|A U] . ':LT'
« Attendance Allowance (AA) o T 101017501

« Personal Independence Payment (PIP) CARD

« Armed Forces Independence Payment (AFIP)

Severely Sight Impaired Registration (formery Registered Blind) EEEEEEEEEEEN

Sight Impaired Registration (formerly Partially Sighted)
The CEA Card is available to applicants aged 8 years and above.
To apply, you will need:

.  Proof of eligibility EEEEEEEEEEEN

« Aphoto
« Apayment of £6.00

: [m] g

Access Card CEA Card




When: Monday 3rd,10th,17th and 24th August 2026
Time: 10:00am - 3.00pm

Where: Aylesbury Youthspace

Address: Wendover Way, Aylesbury, HP21 7NH

(We are located behind the School. Please note Youth Club have parking available)

Bring a packed lunch and drink.

YDA Member: £8.00 per person

Please return the booking slip below, attached with cheque/cash (please ensure right amount) -
payable to YDA to Mary Fallon either at Green Street or Aylesbury Youth Space.

Please book now.

DEADLINE: SATURDAY 4TH JULY 2026

N = 1 1=
Monday 3rd August: .................... Monday 10th August: .....................
Monday 17th August: ................... Monday 24th August: .....................



Under 11s Members

Cadbury World Birmingham

Dive into a world of chocolatey fun and enjoy a fascinating, fun-packed day out at Cadbury World as
you journey through an assortment of interactive zones. Learn how your favourite confectionery is
made and add your favourite treat to a delicious pot of warm melted Cadbury Dairy Milk as you watch
chocolatiers make and decorate chocolate products by hand, and many more!

When: Thursday 20th August 2026

Time: Wycombe Abbey School at 9am
Aylesbury Youth Club at 9.30am

Return: Aylesbury Youth Club at 4.30pm

Wycombe Abbey School at 5pm
Bring a packed lunch and drink, or bring money to purchase food on-site.
Cost: £20 per person (includes transportation and parking)
Please return the booking slip below, attached with cheque/cash (please ensure right amount) -
payable to YDA to Mary Fallon either at Green Street or Aylesbury Youth Space.
Please book now.

DEADLINE: SATURDAY 4TH JULY. NO BOOKINGS AFTER 4TH JULY 2026!

8‘( ________________________________________________________________________

1Y =101 o X=Y =3 1 = 2.1 1=

Number of tickets: (£20.00)...........
Under 11s Member

Cadbury World Birmingham - Thursday 20th August 2026



Under 16s Members

MeStoreghope

Restore Hope

You will have hands-on, educational, and enjoyable activities. Working with animals and get your
hands dirty with harvesting! And the tractor trailer ride usually ends up being a relaxing way to
see more of the place. And finally River Dipping is a great touch too - it gives a bit of exploration
and discovery!

When: Thursday 6th August 2026

Time: Wycombe Abbey School at 9am
Aylesbury Youth Club at 9.30am

Return: Aylesbury Youth Club at 3.45pm

Wycombe Abbey School at 4.30pm
Bring a packed lunch and drink.

Cost: £20 per person (includes transportation and entrance)

Please return the booking slip below, attached with cheque/cash (please ensure right amount) -
payable to YDA to Mary Fallon either at Green Street or Aylesbury Youth Space.

Please book now.

DEADLINE: SATURDAY 4TH JULY. NO BOOKINGS AFTER 4TH JULY 2026!

8.‘( ________________________________________________________________________

1YL= 01 o X< =3 = 1 2.1 =

Number of tickets: (£20.00)...........
Under 16s Member

Restore Hope - Thursday 6 August 2026



Over 11s Members

Paradox Museum London

Step into a realm where reality twists and turns, inviting you to explore its whimsical wonders.
Discover the intriguing Castle Room, filled with perplexing hallways and the eye-catching
Paradox Sofa.

When: Thursday 30th July 2026
Time: Wycombe Railway Station 9.30am
Return: Wycombe Station 5.30pm

Bring a packed lunch and drink, or bring money to purchase food on-site.

Cost: £24 per person

Please return the booking slip below, attached with cheque/cash (please ensure right amount) -
payable to YDA to Mary Fallon either at Green Street or Aylesbury Youth Space.

Please book now.

DEADLINE: SATURDAY 4TH JULY. NO BOOKINGS AFTER 4TH JULY 2026!

8‘( ________________________________________________________________________

1YL= 01 o X=Y =3 1 = 2.1 1=

Number of tickets: (£24.00)...........

Over 11s Member

Paradox Museum London - Thursday 30th July 2026



Over 16s Members

Laser Tag Wendover

Step into the ultimate adrenaline fuelled experience with laser tag in Wendover. Players gear up with
lightweight, eco-friendly infrared blasters and battle it out in an immersive, specially designed area full
of obstacles, hiding places and dark corners. Non-stop excitement, it’s safe, fun and social.

When: Thursday 13th August 2026

Time: Wycombe Abbey School at 9am
Aylesbury Youth Club at 9.30am

Return: Aylesbury Youth Club at 3.45pm

Wycombe Abbey School at 4.30pm
Bring a packed lunch and drink, or bring money to purchase food on-site.

Cost: £25 per person (includes transportation and entrance)

Please return the booking slip below, attached with cheque/cash (please ensure right amount) -
payable to YDA to Mary Fallon either at Green Street or Aylesbury Youth Space.

Please book now.

DEADLINE: SATURDAY 4TH JULY. NO BOOKINGS AFTER 4TH JULY 2026!

%( ________________________________________________________________________

1YL= 0] T =T =T 1 =1 2.1 (=

Number of tickets: (£25.00)...........

Over 16s Member

Laser Tag Wendover - Thursday 13th August 2026



By Lisa Goss

Family Fund

In February, the NDCS launched a partnership

with Family Fund to deliver a nationwide grants
programme to support families raising deaf children
aged 0 to 11, or who are still in primary school. This
funding is about giving families choice and flexibility-
to try different approaches, create language-rich
environment at home, and remove some of the
financial barriers that can stand in the way of early
language development.

Families were able to apply for funding to help pay for

items that support their deaf child’s communication

and development, such as:

- assistive technology related to deafness or
hearing loss

- standard technology, such as tablets or similar
devices

- support for learning British Sign Language,
including course fees or related costs

We received and approved funding for 775 grant
applications. Closer to home, it was wonderful

to see a family from Buckinghamshire among
those successful applicants. After completing 10
weeks of family signing sessions through Home
Communications Club, the parent will now go on to
begin a Level 1 BSL course locally, funded through
the grant. This next step will enable her to build on
the skills she has already developed, giving her
greater confidence and a wider range of signs to
support communication with her daughter at home.

Peppa Pig

We’'re excited to share a fantastic new partnership
with Hasbro, the creators of Peppa Pig, which is
helping to raise awareness of childhood hearing loss
in a truly meaningful and accessible way.

As part of this collaboration, new episodes feature
George Pig attending an audiology appointment,
where he is diagnosed with a unilateral hearing loss.
These storylines provide a valuable opportunity

to support families by helping them to recognise
early signs of hearing loss, better understand
deafness, and know where to turn for support. For
younger children, seeing a familiar and much-loved
character experience hearing loss offers powerful
representation. It helps normalise difference,
encourages conversations within families, and
ensures deaf children can see themselves reflected in
the world around them.

Alongside this awareness-raising work, the
partnership has already made a remarkable impact
through fundraising. In a memorable and creative
moment, Daddy Pig took on the London Marathon,
raising an incredible £57,000 to support deaf children
and their families.

Marlow Library

We’d love to invite families, friends and anyone
interested in learning and practicing British Sign
Language (BSL) to a friendly, informal drop-in
sessions at Marlow Library.

These sessions are a great opportunity to practise
your BSL in a relaxed and supportive environment,
whatever your level. Whether you’re just starting out
or looking to build confidence, everyone is welcome
to join, learn and connect with others.

We’re also really pleased to welcome Claire, one

of our NDCS volunteers, who has already been
supporting some of the sessions. We’re also excited
to have a new volunteer, Sam, who is hoping to start
supporting soon too. Their involvement is helping us
grow the sessions and create a welcoming space
for everyone. Our aim is to build this into a regular
opportunity, with support available at the library most
Saturdays. We would love to see families and friends
attend regularly, helping to develop their BSL skills
and confidence over time.

So please do come along — you’ll always receive a
warm welcome! Saturdays 11:30am-12:30pm.

If you'd like to find out more or have any questions,
please don’t hesitate to get in touch.

SEND Reform

Two new articles have been written on the NDCS
website exploring the Government’s proposed Special
Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) reforms
and what they could mean for deaf children and

their families.

The first article looks at proposed changes to

SEND support, including new Individual Support
Plans, Specialist Provision Packages and Inclusion
Bases, while outlining some of the concerns around
accountability and legal protections for families. What
the proposed changes to SEND support might mean
for children and families | National Deaf

Children’s Society

The second article explores the Government’s plans
for increasing inclusion in mainstream schools,

the proposed timelines for reform, and what these
changes could mean in practice for deaf children.
What are the proposals for increasing school
inclusion and when will things change? | National
Deaf Children’s Society

Both articles provide an overview of the proposals,
key areas of concern, and where we believe further
action and clarity from Government is needed

- including protecting specialist provision and
increasing the number of qualified Teachers of

the Deaf.

+.  National

*R— Deaf Children’s
Society



Promoting Inclusive Deaf Communities
Across Buckinghamshire

Deaf Cafe / Pubs

Bucks Information in BSL
BSL Events

Interpreted Events
Interpreted Theatre

And much more! .....

June

Church
23th Tue - BSL Interpreted
Tour - St Michael's, Aston  28th Sun - BSL Café Church - St
Clinton HP22 5HW, 11 - 2pm Andrew Church, MK, MK14 5DZ

7th Sun - BSL Signed Church

The Cross & Stables, MK14
7RZ 11am

Deaf Club Theatre

2nd & 16th Aylesbury Deaf 13th Sat - Operation Mincmeat 20th Sat - Karate Kid The

Coffee Morning, Methodist - MK Theatre - 2:30pm Musical - MK Theatre - 2:30pm
Church 11am (Captioned) (Captioned)

Outdoor / Online Events
20th Sat NT Stowe Garden -
MK18 5EQ - 2-3pm (BSL
Signed Tour)

27th Hands Talking Zoom - BSL
Signed Song -11am

28th Sun - Aylesbury on Sea - Aylesbury Community Bingo -
Vale Park from 12 - 5pm (BSL 6:30pm F/N Charity - HP21 7TA
Interpreted) (Signed)

Deaf Pub / Cafe / HoH Group

5th Thur - Winslow Hard of
Hearing Club - Library
7:30pm 2:30pm to 4pm
9th Weston Turville Signing ~ 13th Beaconsfield Signing
Pub - Holiday Inn - HP22 5QT : Café The Dove Café, HP9 1UF
7pm 1pm
20th MK Coffee Club - John 28th Aylesbury Signing Café -
Lewis Place to Eat - 11am - = 20th Hughenden Deaf Cafe -  Starbucks (Gatehouse Road) -
2pm HGV - H/W HP13 5GA 1pm 1pm

3th & 17th Aylesbury Deaf
Pub - Bucks Yeoman .

Every Fri : BSL Chatty Cafe
Daisy Chain Cafe Ivinghoe LU7
9EX 3-5pm
13th MK Social Pub -
Wetherspoons -

MK9 1EA

Facebook

Instagram

July

Church
5th BSL Signed Church
The Cross & Stables,
MK14 7RZ 11am

Deaf Club

7th & 21th Aylesbury Deaf
Coffee Morning, Methodist
Church 11am

Outdoor / Online Events
Aylesbury Community

25th Hands Talking Zoom ' Bingo - 6:30pm F/N Charity -

HP21 7TA (Signed)

BSL Signed Song -11am

Deaf Pub / Cafe / HoH Group
2nd Winslow Hard of  11th Beaconsfield Signing Every Fri : BSL Chatty Cafe
Hearing Club - Library Café The Dove Café, HP9 Daisy Chain Cafe Ivinghoe LU7
2:30pm to 4pm 1UF 1pm 9EX 3-5pm

8th & 22nd Aylesbury 21th Weston Turville 18th MK Coffee Club - John
Deaf Pub - Bucks Yeoman Signing Pub - . Chandos Lewis Place to Eat - 11am -
. 7:30pm Arms - 7pm 2pm
Cafe - Hughenden Garden 25th Aylesbury Signing
Village - H/W HP13 5GA Café - Starbucks
1pm (Gatehouse Road) - 1pm

Theatre

19th - Sun - Bluey's Big
Play 4pm -Aylesbury

Waterside BSL
Interpreted
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Website: www.yda.org.uk
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