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A BIG THANK YOU to all our helpers and volunteers
for their continued help & support

Green Street &
Stoke Mandeville
Entrance and refreshments
£2 per person
Green Street Youth and Community
Centre,

Stoke Mandeville Combined School

Green Street, High Wycombe
HP11 2RA

Stoke Mandeville HP22 5XA

Lower Road,

Everybody 5-18 yrs

Everybody 5-18 yrs

2pm—4pm

2pm—4pm

2nd November

16th November

7th December

21st December—Xmas Party

4th January 2020

18th January 2020

1st February

15th February

7th March

2nd May
6th June

Please inform Mary (07472179016)
the Saturday before Youth Club if
you need to use the Minibus

21st March
16th May
20th June

Contact Information
Website: www.yda.org.uk
Search Young Deaf Activities on Facebook
If you want to know anything about YDA, please contact:

Youth Activities Manager
Mary Fallon Text: 07472179016
Email: mary@yda.org.uk

Home Communications and Parent Support Group Manager
Jade Costello Voice/SMS: 07966 362683
Email: jade@yda.org.uk

Fund Raiser
Jenny Freeman Wood Voice/SMS: 07963482553

Website Editor
Are you interested in this role? Please do get in touch

Newsflash Editor
Sarah Hobbs Email: sarah@yda.org.uk
Mobile: 07853843531

Remember, you’re not alone...

Holiday Activities

If you go into the woods
today…. You will find YDA
posing with a Gruffalo

Split into two groups - Group A went to London Zoo and found their own
way to Trafalgar Square while Group B went to Kensington Palace and found
their way to Trafalgar Square to reunite with Group A.

YDA CHRISTMAS PARTY ON
21st DECEMBER 2019
YDA REGULAR MEMBERS ONLY

Magicians, games to play, face painting and a present from Santa.
I/We would like to come to the party and will contribute food for the party,
1-4pm for Over 11s only
2-4pm for Under 11s
Please send a booking form to YDA to Mary Fallon at either Youth Club
(Green Street or Stoke Mandeville Combined School).

Xmas Party

Name: ………………………………………………………. Age: …………………..
………………………………………………………. Age: …………………..

NO LATER THAN 15th November 2019

YDA
“I think that 25th party is a brilliant
and it brings others family to come
and have a brilliant day. I think that
London trip is great time for find
something good and have a great
dinner with other deaf. I think that
Southend-on-Sea is great time but
too bad because rain and we have
a fun rides and fun games.”
“Evening Mary , just to say thank you so much for such a lovely day
celebrating YDA's 25th birthday
My little boy Kaleb was very keen
to sign hello to you & to have his photo taken by you today, super
day ! Thank you for supporting us at PSG”

“I think that 25th party is a brilliant and it brings others family to come and
have a brilliant day. I think that London trip is great time for find
something good and have a great dinner with other deaf. I think that
Southend-on-Sea is great time but too bad because rain and we have a fun
rides and fun games.”
“Thank you for an amazing
day ! We loved seeing you all
day !”
" We've loved it! We've
been made to feel so
welcome. Sarah is lovely.
We'll definitely come to
Youth Club now."

25 Years
“It was lovely seeing everyone on
Saturday. The girls really enjoyed it!”

“I had enjoyed the YDA 25th celebration
because it was really good to see
everyone celebrating the special day
together like family.”

“I loved doing the archery. The huge swing went really high! I
loved it ! I made a new friend too. Can we go again please!”

“I loved foraging outside to find things to put on my heart
plate. I love my rain maker. I covered it in flowers. I loved
playing foot golf with A. We ran lots!”

A big thank you to Nikki’s Bountiful Bakery for supplying us with the most wonderful
tasting cake for our party

You play golf,
I’m canoeing

Over the year, YDA gave me so much confidence to able to makes friends and to enjoy together like a family. For
the last 12 months, we went to London, Birmingham, Brighton and many places to gain more experience and to
become independent. I am very happy for YDA reaching 25th years anniversary and hopefully will be continuing to
reach another 25 years. This club is fantastic for deaf community.

Goal!!!!

Joy’s reaction when she
was asked to go on the zip
wire

Someone said there was a spider.. so
they crouched down to take a look!
‘Isabella’ ‘Leo’ and ‘Krishan’

Thanks for a fab party I’m sure
by the looks of all faces it was
enjoyed by everyone,
especially those on the zip wire
when S was finally pushed over
the edge what a relief bless him,
that’s a lovely fun memory of
YDA

ANNUAL REPORT 2018 TO 2019
YDA Youth Club
This is held twice a month in school term time at Green Street Youth Club or Stoke Mandeville Combined School. Since the last
Annual Report we have had 2 new members. We gather together to socialise, take part in games, cooking and craft activities and
on the odd occasion we will go out to the shops (walking distance). We do our upmost best to encourage the children to take part
in any activity. At YDA there is always something to do!!
At Green Street we finally have a new storage cupboard! This enables us to keep all toys, games etc there which makes it more
efficient.

HALLOWEEN 2018
We had a Halloween party at SMYC . There were 23 children, 3 Staff, 3 volunteers and 4 parents. There were 4 games and a
fancy-dress competition. The children had a fabulous time – they asked to do it again this year!

CHRISTMAS 2018
We have an annual Christmas party, where lots of the children come along and really enjoy themselves. This year we had a
magician which the children absolutely loved watching and getting involved. Thank you to Mark (Santa) Jackson (Elf)- the
presents wouldn’t have been delivered to the children without them! Thank you to Jenny Freeman-Wood for organising the
lovely presents for the children. Finally thank you to Andy for organising the Magician.
I also organised a Christmas meal at Frankie and Benny’s for the over-18s and staff members. It was nice seeing everyone
gathered together and enjoying themselves.

Annually we go to the Christmas pantomime. This year we saw Snow White – a signed performance at Wycombe Swan The
children had a great time watching the different acts.

Thank you to Andy and his team for organising the craft workshop (Little Masters) for the young children. One of the parents
thanked us for including her daughter who has cochlear implants and can sign as she feels quite isolated and needs to be involved
in activities with other children. The children took part in painting and designed their own pot; they really enjoyed themselves.

EASTER 2019
We organised two activity days for the children at Stoke Mandeville School for both over and under 11s which included cooking
sessions and Arts/Crafts, football and outdoor games. On one of the afternoons we went to McDonalds
We also organised two trips – one to Birmingham for the older children and another to Cadburys World for the younger ones. The
Birmingham trip went well. It was the first trip for one boy aged 11 who socialised well and enjoyed the company of the older
children. The younger children loved their visit to the Cadbury’s World chocolate factory.

SUMMER 2019
Throughout the summer, YDA offers different holiday activities. The under 11’s had a fantastic time at Mead Open Farm. They
were excited to see lots of different farm animals such as pigs, goats and cows etc. The children were given a bag of animal food
mix and experienced feeding the animals. After lunch, the children wished to go on the adventure playground- the weather was
lovely and the children really enjoyed themselves.
The next trip was to Southend for the over 11’s. Upon arrival it was showering a little with rain but soon stopped so everyone had
a chance to go on a couple of rides at the fun fair on the sea front. It was fun exploring at the fair. For lunch, we went into a fish
and chip café by the sea while we were waiting for the rain to stop! After lunch, we went to an arcade to have a little browse and
soon after had a stroll by the sea. Unfortunately, there was a huge amount of traffic travelling back to High Wycombe so we
arrived an hour late! Despite the weather, everyone seemed to really enjoy themselves.

Turn the page for more.....

The under 11’s went to Gulliver’s Land which they absolutely loved! They were able to go on many rides and were soaked on
the water log! Some were even brave enough to go on the thriller rides but staff members were not quite so thrilled! It was
lucky we had lovely warm weather.
The over 11’s went to London. Upon arrival at Marylebone station, I split the group into two. Both groups A and B had specific
instructions to make their own way to London Zoo (Group A) and Kensington Palace (Group B). The rules were no taxis or
underground train, they could either walk or catch the bus. I asked both teams to take a picture once they arrived to prove the
mission was accomplished! After both teams arrived safely, they had to meet me by the two lions at Trafalgar Square at
12.30pm. Everyone soon felt peckish after this task so we stopped off at Frankie & Benny’s for lunch. After lunch, we all went to
Oxford Street and had a little browse around the shops. Hours passed very quickly and we had to make our way back to
Marylebone station to catch the train back to High Wycombe. Everyone really enjoyed the day out and would love to do it again.

FEEDBACK FROM PARENTS AND YOUNG PEOPLE
“My son has always felt safe and comfortable with YDA staff. He enjoys each trip, he has loads of photos of each trip which he
creates as a profile for himself. I have always felt welcomed by all at the YDA Youth Club. Since meeting Mary and other
members of staff I really cannot praise them enough. The trips they have taken the children on the care that is given at the
youth club and outings. YDA is my son’s favourite place to go. I appreciate the support Mary has given.
Thank you Mary and the other members of staff you have given K. a place to go where he feels he is in the comfort zone.”
“My son is been attending YDA for more than 15 years. We always recommend to others as my boy (and myself) always felt
welcome at any time. Even if my son is nearly 22 years old he still looks forward to the trips. We never had a problem in terms
of safety or child protection. Every member of staff is fully qualified and has years of experience but most important they know
how to love the children. Thank you YDA”.
“Both my children have enjoyed YDA and the holiday club. As my son attends a local school with an ARP, I feel it is so important
for him to join in various activities with other deaf children. It helps him feel part of a community and less isolated. It also helps
with his independence and confidence as well as signing which he enjoys very much. Because of bad experiences he has had in
the past of not being understood by other people which knocked down his confidence, he’s become very reliant on his older
brother to be there and translate both ways for him. He becomes very anxious and upset if not in the same group. Mary has
been amazing in helping R.to become more confident, and he finally agreed to go to an outing without his older brother last
month which is a major milestone for him. YDA provides a safe environment for deaf children to be themselves and enjoy
themselves while doing great activities like cooking, shopping, ordering food... My kids loved going to the Cadbury chocolate
factory and Mead’s farm for example. These are all experiences they’ll always remember and treasure. Thank you.”

YOUNG MEMBER’S EXTRACT COMMENT:
“Over the years YDA has gave me so much confidence to able to make friends and to enjoy each other like a big family. For the
last 12 months we went to Brighton, Birmingham and London among many other places to gain more experience and to become
independent. I am very happy for YDA reaching 25th years anniversary and hopefully will be continuing for another 25 years.
This club is fantastic for children in deaf community.”
Through the year I am pleased to say there have been no incidents or accidents to report. Everything is going well!!
I would like to say a big thank you to all the staff, volunteers and parents for their continuous support and hard work.
Finally, a special thank you to Jenny and Alison for all their hard work and commitment to fundraising for YDA. Our thanks also
to Christopher our treasurer who looks after all our money and keeps accounts up to date.

Mary Fallon
September 2019

We will be seeing Dick and his faithful cat at Wycombe Swan’s Xmas
Panto at the Swan Theatre on Saturday 28th December at 2pm

PLEASE BOOK NOW BEFORE SEATS ARE SOLD OUT
NB: NO YDA BOOKINGS AFTER 16th NOVEMBER 2019
LIMITED TICKETS – YDA MEMBERS ONLY

YDA / PSG Deaf members (aged 2 to 18) - £ 15 each
Everyone else - £ 25 each

Please send a booking form and cheque/cash (please ensure right amount) – payable to YDA
and give to Mary Fallon at either Youth Clubs (Green Street or Stoke Mandeville Combined
School) or to PSG Staff.

Xmas Panto
Child’s name: ………………………………………………………….………….
Mobile Number: ………………………………………………………………….
Number of tickets (Child) ………………….. Adult ……………………..
Total £……………………….

Parent Support Group
Time 10:30am - 1:00pm
16th November
21st December—Christmas Party
18th January 2020
15th February
21st March
16th May
20th June
Princes Risborough Methodist Church
Wycombe Road, Princes Risborough, Aylesbury, Bucks. HP27 0DH
If you have a hearing-impaired child aged 5 years or under we would love to meet you. Our aim is to
empower and support families to make informed choices. We aim to offer support and advice to
families, covering a wide range of topics and issues linked with deafness.
Come to YDA‛s Parent Support Group to meet other parents and children, share experiences and guide
us on topics you want access to!
If you are interested please contact:
Jade Costello
Parent Support Group Manager
Email - jade@yda.org.uk
Mobile - 07966 36268

Parent Support Group and
Home Communication Club - Annual Report 2019
Month of PSG Session

Number of families with hearing impaired children

January

6

February

8

March

7

May

8

June

8

July

7

PSG Feedback
“PSG is a wonderful group and was our lifeline as a family after our daughter came out of hospital, deaf. They were
instrumental in pointing us to the right people to help us adjust to life with a deaf child and as she has recovered,
have helped us with EHCP applications, signing as a family and more”.
“The play and activities at PSG are really good and our daughters hearing siblings also come along which is great
exposure for them to, learning how to communicate with children with hearing impairments. It's a wonderful
group and we attend as often as we can”.
“PSG is a fab place to meet other families in a fun and engaging environment for the kids. it is invaluable to have
people to chat to on this unique and special journey with a child who has hearing loss....while everyone's journey is
different. PSG allows us to find our way with understanding of other parents... who are now friends”.
“PSG is a great support group where both my girls have always enjoyed coming to, doing arts & crafts & baking &
making great friendships with other deaf children”.
Trip to Thomley Hall Open Day
“Six families accompanied Yasmena and I to Thomley Hall’s Open Day. We were blessed with sunshine and took
advantage of their free entry and many activities. There were some options to buy tokens to participate in some
additional activities which included a amazing science workshop, circus skills workshop, sumo wrestling , zorbing
and much more!”
“Thomley Hall in Worminghall, Oxfordshire is a truly magical place to visit and is echoed by the parents comments
below.”
“Boys had a awesome day. C was sad to come home. Exceptional facilities making it all around a fun day for
everyone.”
“We love Thomley! We’ve been coming as a family since last Summer when we were first introduced. Would highly
recommend it. Thanks for another fab trip!”
“Another fantastic day out with the YDA gang. Great choice of venue with loads of choice for all the kids.
Something to suit everyone. Thanks for including us.”
“Amazing day! We loved the bikes! Will definitely come as a family again.”

Home Communication Club (HCC) Report
The table below shows the number of families that our three deaf tutors have
supported this year to date:

I would like to reinforce what I express at every meeting. We are very fortunate to have a skilled,
dedicated and experienced team working for HCC.
Feedback from families this year:
“Learning was made fun. We learnt loads through games that were really engaging for the
children”.
“We had 10 HCC sessions. We covered loads of vocabulary but there’s so much more we’d love to
learn!”
“Our Tutor was amazing. We looked forward to our session every week.”
Jade Costello - HCC & PSG Manager

Annual Fund-Raising Report :
Year to September 2019
We are grateful this year to receive funding once again from Buckinghamshire County Council
to aid our staffing and administration costs and also via Action on Hearing Loss to fund the
provision of signing tutors for family Home Communication sessions.

We have also received generous donations from the Prideaux-Brunes Charitable Settlement,
the Sobell and Maximus Foundations, the High Wycombe Rotary Club and Waitrose. We
thank them all for their support.
The Vale Lottery Fund and the Wycombe Lotto continue to provide a modest income and
various amounts appear via Just giving. Unfortunately, we are not always able to track the
donors of these.
We were fortunate enough to be the beneficiaries of the money raised by a Mrs UK World
competition held in September last year. This was organised and managed by Hannah Batten,
and the donation was raised by sponsorship of the contestants. Our thanks go to all the
contestants in this competition.
We were grateful to receive a donation from Happy Days, which will help fund the 25th
Anniversary party to be held at Green Park in September. Past and current members,
families, staff and helpers were been invited.
We continue to make applications to local and national organisations. Some of these take
months to process and some do not respond. However we did receive recently a generous
donation from Shanlys builders who are based locally, which has helped to fund some
Summer and Christmas activities. Our thanks go to them also.
As always funding is never guaranteed, so please contact us with new ideas for fundraising
and organisations we can contact. It would be appreciated!
Lastly, thanks go to parents and families, staff and helpers, for your ongoing support.
Trustees/Fundraisers
Jenny Freeman-Wood,
Alison Stacey & Joy Reilly

Remember, you’re not
alone...

